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Federal Fellowships and Cost of Education 
2003-04

$6000NASA

$10,500NSF

Full cost (100%)NDSEG, CGSF

Up to $12,000EPA-STAR

$11,511GAANN, Javits

$11,000FLAS

100% up to $3000, then 60% above 
$3000

NIH-NRSA

Coverage of Tuition & FeesFellowship



NSF Cost of Education Allowance

$10,500 since 1998

"In addition to the funds for stipend payments, the NSF 
provides the fellowship institution, on behalf of each Fellow, 

a cost-of-education allowance of $10,500 per tenure year. 
During tenure, Fellows at U.S. institutions will be exempt 
from paying tuition and fees normally charged to students 

of similar academic standing, unless such charges are 
optional or are refundable."



PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES EXPERIENCING RAPIDLY 
INCREASING RESIDENT AND NON-RESIDENT FEES

Michigan
Berkeley
Washington

(= 403 NSF Fellows)

…LEADS TO THREE
ISSUES…

Non-Resident
Public mean 2004 = $16,488

Resident
Public Mean 2004=$7,260





Support Package for NSF Fellows is compromised…
UCB must use other funds to continue to provide Fellows 

with historical services and benefits…e.g. conference travel

And we are not alone with this problem…



Cost of education for entering students

in NSF top publics 

NSF cost of allowance

Univ of Washington

Univ of California

Univ of Michigan

$, dollars

Calendar Year



The problem does not go away as Fellows become 
CA residents, or become Fellows after their first year…

neither for us….

nor other publics….







An increase in the numbers of entering NSF Fellows
is surely a blessing….

except for cash flow!!!





What are institutions doing about the fourth year?

Decrement to “normal stipends”?
Provide internal “top-off”?
Provide internal fellowship?





Public universities are caught between opposing forces…

Rapidly escalating costs
The need to recruit/retain NSF Fellows in a public setting
Fixed coe from NSF

The UC Berkeley responses….

Work within campus to best allocate resources in
support of Fellows

Development
Work with peers for change


